


Church in Luther's Day
1. Only Church was Spiritual Authority 

2. Only Church could Interpret Bible

3. Only Church Taught Spiritual Truth 

4. Only Church could Grant Salvation   



People in Luther's Day
Suffered from Biblical Ignorance



People in Our Day
Suffer from Biblical Apathy



1. Erasmus 

2. Humanist

3. Greek New Testament 

4. ‘Ad Fontes’ Back to the sources 



Matthew 4:17
Latin Vulgate: ‘From that time Jesus began to preach, and 

to say: Do penance, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’

ESV: ‘From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”



Luke 1:28
Latin Vulgate: And the angel being come in, said unto her: 

Hail, Mary full of grace, the Lord is with thee: 

blessed art thou among women.’

ESV: ‘And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, 

the Lord is with you!”



Luther's Motto
Sola Scriptura

Bad Translations lead to Bad Theology 



1. Priesthood of all Believers
“A Simple layman armed with the Scriptures is to be believed 

above a pope or council without it”



2. Authority & Sufficiency of scripture
“I opposed indulgences and all papists, but never by force. I simply taught, preached, 

wrote God's Word: otherwise I did nothing. And then, while I slept or drank Wittenberg 

beer with Philip of Amsdorf the Word so greatly weakened the papacy that never a 

prince or emperor did such damage to it. I did nothing: the Word did it all.”  



3. Preaching of god’s Word
‘The preaching of the Word of God is the Word of God, when the 

Preacher speaks, God speaks’ & ‘People generally think if I could 

hear God speak in person I would run my feet bloody, but you now 

have the Word of God in church and this is God’s Word as surely 

as if God Himself were speaking to you’ 



Problem: people Freed from Authority
Disagreement with Zwingli over Lord’s Supper

Disagreement with Peasants 

Disagreement with Erasmus over man’s will

Disagreement with Anabaptists 



Acts 17:10-13
1. They Received the Word

2. They Researched the Word 

3. They Responded to the Word




