Family Bible Fun!
The Cost of Following Jesus

Read the Bible Passage: Matthew 8:18-22; Matthew 16:24-28; Luke 9:23-27

Watch Lesson on David’s Church Web Page: davidscbc.org

Memory Verse: Matthew 16:24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”

Discussion Questions:
 	Read Matthew 8:18-22. What did the scribe say in verse 19? (“Teacher I will follow you wherever you go.”  What did Jesus say about following him in verse 20? (He had no place to live.)
	In Matthew 18:21 what did the man say he needed to do before following Jesus? (bury his father)
What did Jesus say in response in verse 22? (Follow me and leave the dead to bury their own dead.) What do you think Jesus meant by this? (He is supposed to be the most important one in our life, and we should follow him.
	Read Matthew 16:24-28. What does Matthew 16:25 mean? (If we try to do what we want, we lose our life in the end. If we give up our selfishness for others, we find our life.)
	Make the point that knowing Jesus is the most important thing. Following Jesus is not easy, but it is worth it!
	Read Luke 9:23-27. This passage is similar to the last one. From verse 26 talk about what it looks like to be ashamed of Jesus. 
	 	
Super “Dad” or Super “Mom” Moment: Believing on Jesus is the most important decision a child or grown up can make. We simply realize we are sinners, and Jesus died and rose again to save us from our sin. When we believe, we are saved, adopted into Jesus’ family, given the Holy Spirit, and given eternal life. We are blessed with many spiritual blessings. (Ephesians 1:3-14) 

However, following Jesus is not always easy. We need to give up our selfishness and live a life that is pleasing to God. Talk with your child about ways to give up our selfishness. Share about some personal times you have had to “give up” something to follow Jesus. Be sure to share how following Jesus is always worth it, and the best possible choice.

Prayer Time with Family: Pray for courage to follow Jesus, and pray for boldness to share Him with others. Pray for help to not be selfish.

Family Activities:

1. Play a game: “Good deal or bad deal?” This activity is ideal for younger children learning to count money. Each person holds a handful of change (or a coin depending on age of child). You make an offer, “Is it a “good deal” or “bad deal” to trade for the coins in your hand? Practice counting. When we choose to believe in Jesus, it is the best deal ever! Following him is always the “best deal.”

2. Play Follow the Leader and talk about how we should follow Jesus.

3. Put a few coins in a jar or dish with a tightfitting lide. Play music and shake the container to the music.

If you did some family activities, we would invite you to share them by emailing them to me at jsnyder@davidscbc.org.
